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SUBJECT: CEGB COAL TEAM TO POLAND ARRIVING ABOUT 
OCTOBER 7 

REF: LONDON 12237 

1. SOURCE IN CENTRAL ELECTRICITY GENERATING BOARD (CEGB) 
SAID TRIP REPORTED REFTEL PUT OFF UNTIL WEEK OF OCTOBER 7. 

2. CEGB TEAM WILL CONSIST OF FUEL SUPPLIES OFFICER, 

GORDON BLAIN; CHIEF OF COAL, NATURAL GAS AND EEC ENERGY 
POLICY, C.M. SPRINGSGUTH AND ONE OTHER SENIOR OFFICER AT 
LEAST. 

3. GROUP WILL HAVE AUTHORITY TO SIGN CONTRACTS FOR SHORT 
(1-3, 4 YEAR), AND MEDIUM (6-15 YEAR) TERM, AND TO BUY 

SPOT. 

4. REPORTEDLY BRITISH PETROLEUM (WHICH ACTS AS A MIDDLE- 
MAN ON A REGULAR BASIS FOR INTERNATIONAL COAL DEALINGS 
ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE) HAS BEEN NEGOTIATING WITH THE 
POLISH PARTIES AND THE CEGB TO ACT AS MIDDLEMAN IN ANY 
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WILL BE TO BYPASS THE MIDDLEMAN. 

5. FYI: BRITISH COAL STOCKS AT STEAM GENERATING SITES 
ARE WELL BELOW EEC TARGET OF "50 DAYS” AND FURTHER BELOW 
CEGB'S OWN ESTIMATES OF NECESSARY SAFETY MARGINS GIVEN 
POSSIBILITY OF INDUSTRIAL ACTION BY COAL MINERS AND FORE- 
CAST OF SEVERE WINTER. 

ANNENBERG 
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